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Summary 
Main Entry:  Johnny M. Hunt Papers 
 
Date Span:  2008 – 2010 
 
Abstract:  Southern Baptist minister and denominational leader.  Hunt served as president of 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) from 2008 to 2010.  The collection contains correspondence 
and subject files related to his tenure as president of the Southern Baptist Convention.  The 
papers include opinions and questions concerning issues such as abortion, the Great Commission 
Resurgence Task Force (GCRTF), the King James Version of the Bible, young pastors, and 
agencies of the Convention, including the International Mission Board and Woman’s Missionary 
Union.  The collection also includes sermons Hunt delivered at his church during his tenure as 
president of the SBC. 
 
Size:  3 linear ft. (6 document boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 914 
 
Biographical Sketch 
Southern Baptist minister and denominational leader Johnny Hunt was born July 17, 1952, in 
Lumberton, North Carolina.  He is a member of the Lumbee Native American Indian tribe based 
in North Carolina.  He earned a B.A. in religion from Gardner-Webb College (1979) and M.Div. 
from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (SEBTS) (1981).  In 1997, SEBTS named the 
Chair of Church Growth in Johnny Hunt’s honor.  He married Janet Allen Hunt, and the couple 
has two daughters and several grandchildren. 
 
Hunt has served as pastor of Lavonia Baptist Church in Mooresboro, North Carolina (1976 –
1979), Falls Baptist Church in Wake Forest, North Carolina (1979 – 1980), Longleaf Baptist 
Church in Wilmington, North Carolina (1981 – 1986), and First Baptist Church, Woodstock, 
Georgia (1986 –).  He was elected president of the SBC in 2008, in Indianapolis, Indiana, and re-
elected in 2009 at the SBC meeting in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
He is the author of several books including:  The John 3:16 Conference:  A Biblical and 
Theological Assessment of and Response to 5-point Calvinism (2008); Building Your Leadership 
Resume:  Developing the Legacy that Will Outlast You (2009); Get Connected:  Mobilizing Your 
Church for God’s Mission (2010); and Retreat or Risk: A Call for a Great Commission 
Resurgence (2010). 
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Scope and Content Note 
The Johnny M. Hunt Papers (3 linear ft.) consists of materials related to Hunt’s tenure as 
president of the SBC from 2008 – 2010.  The papers are divided into three series:  
correspondence, subject files, and sermons.  Included in the papers is extensive correspondence 
with Southern Baptist pastors, laypersons, agency heads, and seminary presidents, including:  
Danny Akin, Morris Chapman, Jimmy Draper, Tom Elliff, Ronnie Floyd, Geoff Hammond, Jim 
Henry, Chuck Kelley, Al Mohler, Paige Patterson, Jerry Rankin, and John Yeats. 
 
The major topic addressed in the papers is the GCRTF, a task force charged with determining 
how Southern Baptists should work together to effectively spread the gospel.  Johnny Hunt 
appointed the GCRTF at the SBC annual meeting in 2009.  Ronnie Floyd served as chair of the 
task force.  The work of the GCRTF concluded with a report which contained recommendations 
for denominational structure, funding, and priorities.  The report was adopted by messengers of 
the SBC in 2010.  Other topics addressed in the papers include abortion, the King James Version 
of the Bible, the role of young pastors in the Convention, the International Mission Board, and 
the Woman’s Missionary Union.  The collection also includes sermons Hunt delivered at his 
church during his tenure as president of the SBC. 
 
Arrangement 
The correspondence and subject files series of the collection are arranged in alphabetical order 
by folder title.  The sermons are arranged in chronological order. 
 
Provenance 
Donated by Johnny M. Hunt, 2010. 
 
Preferred Citation 
Johnny M. Hunt Papers, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Akin, Daniel L. 
Chapman, Morris H. 
Floyd, Ronnie W. 
Hunt, Johnny M. 
Kelley, Charles S., Jr. 
Mohler, R. Albert 
Patterson, Paige 
Abortion – Religious aspects 
Baptists – Missions  
Evangelism 
Great Commission Resurgence Task Force 
Sermons – Baptist  
Southern Baptist Convention 
Southern Baptist Convention.  International Mission Board 
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Related Materials 
GCRTF Collection (ER 074).  Blogs, articles, and reports related to the work of the task force,  
 2009 – 2010. 
GCRTF Proceedings (AR 913).  Recordings of GCRTF meetings and proceedings from 2009 – 
 2010, and a DVD presentation of GCRTF report at 2010 Southern Baptist Convention  
 meeting in Orlando, Florida.  CLOSED until June 1, 2025. 
 
Container List 
 
Series 1:  Correspondence 
 
Box 1  
1.1 Correspondence – A-F, 2008 – 2010 
1.2 Correspondence – Akin, Danny, 2009 
1.3 Correspondence – Boto, Augie, 2008 – 2009 
1.4 Correspondence – Cross, John, 2009 
1.5 Correspondence – Chapman, Morris, 2009 – 2010 
1.6 Correspondence – Draper, Jimmy, 2009 
1.7 Correspondence – Duke, Barrett, 2010 
1.8 Correspondence – Elliff, Tom, 2009 
1.9 Correspondence – Floyd, Ronnie, 2009 
1.10 Correspondence – G – L, 2008 – 2010 
1.11 Correspondence – George, Wes, 2009 
1.12 Correspondence – Great Commission Resurgence Document, 2009 
1.13 Correspondence – Guenther, Jordan, and Price (Attorneys), 2009 – 2010 
1.14 Correspondence – Hammond, Geoff, 2009 
1.15 Correspondence – Harris, Richard H., 2009 
1.16 Correspondence – Henry, Jim, 2009 
1.17 Correspondence – Kelley, Charles, 2009 
1.18 Correspondence – Lewis, Harry W., 2009 
1.19 Correspondence – M – R, 2008 – 2010 
1.20 Correspondence – Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010 
1.21 Correspondence – Mohler, Al, 2009 
1.22 Correspondence – Naylor, Rebekah, 2010 
1.23 Correspondence – Overton, Tim, 2009 
1.24 Correspondence – Palmer, Daniel, 2009 
1.25 Correspondence – Patterson, Paige, 2009 – 2010 
1.26 Correspondence – Perdue, Sonny, 2009 – 2010 
 
Box 2 
2.1 Correspondence – Rankin, Jerry, 2008 
2.2 Correspondence – Reccord, Bob, 2008 
2.3 Correspondence – Ross, Richard, 2009 
2.4 Correspondence – S – W, 2008 – 2010 
2.5 Correspondence – Smalley, Travis, 2009 
2.6 Correspondence – Stanley, Charles, 2010 
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2.7 Correspondence – Wiersemer, Dan, 2009 
2.8 Correspondence – Yeats, John, 2009 
 
Series 2: Subject Files 
 
2.9 Abortion, 2008 
2.10 Baptist State Convention Executives, 2008 
2.11 Congratulatory Letters, 2008 
2.12 Dunavant, Don – “GM and the SBC” 
2.13 Endorsement Letters – For Johnny Hunt as President of SBC 
2.14 Great Commission Resurgence Task Force – Correspondence, 2009 – 2010 
2.15 Great Commission Resurgence Task Force – “Funding Treat Commission Faithfulness: A 

Response to Morris Chapman” – by Danny Akin and Nathan Finn 
2.16 Great Commission Resurgence Task Force – Meetings, 2009 
2.17 Great Commission Resurgence Task Force – News Stories, 2009 – 2010 
2.18 Great Commission Resurgence Task Force – Reports, 2009 – 2010 
2.19 International Mission Board, 2009 
2.20 Interviews, 2010 
 
Box 3 
3.1 Letters to Politicians, 2009 
3.2 Marriage Service – Robert Fulton Lewis and Cecily Ann Ball 
3.3 Marriage Service – Stefan Paul LeBlanc, II and Mary Amanda Stewart 
3.4 News Stories, July, 2007 – July, 2008 
3.5 News Stories, August, 2008 
3.6 News Stories, September – October, 2008 
3.7 News Stories, 2009 – 2010 
3.8 Outlook – (SEBTS Magazine) – Johnny Hunt Feature Story, Spring, 2010 
3.9 Photographs 
3.10 SBC Annual Meeting – Ideas, 2008 – 2010 
3.11 SBC Annual Meeting – Invitations, 2009 – 2010 
3.12 Statistics – First Baptist Church, Woodstock, Georgia, 2004 – 2008 
3.13 Woman’s Missionary Union, 2009 
 
Series 3: Sermons 
 
Box 4 
4.1 Sermons – “God’s Greatest Proof of His Goodness: Salvation” n.d. 
4.2 Sermons – “An Insecure Leader: A Ministry Headache” n.d. 
4.3 Sermons – “The Pastor’s Real Life” n.d. 
4.4 Sermons – “Shortcuts” n.d. 
4.5 Sermons – “The Southern Baptist Convention at Its Kadesh Barnea” n.d. 
4.6 Sermons – “Whatever it Takes” n.d. 
4.7 Sermons – “Walking on Freedom’s Highway: Or Backroads to Bondage” – June 8, 2008 
4.8 Sermons – “How Not to Question in the Dark” – June 15, 2008 
4.9 Sermons – “The Earth is Full of His Mercy” – June 22, 2008 
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4.10 Sermons – “What One Realizes When Afflicted” – July 27, 2008 
4.11 Sermons – “God’s Guidelines for the ‘Gray Areas’ of Life” – August, 2008 
4.12 Sermons – “I Want My Heart Right” – August 3, 2008 
4.13 Sermons – “Love Loud!” – August 3, 2008 
4.14 Sermons – “A Wineskin in Smoke” – August 10, 2008 
4.15 Sermons – “Timeless Truths at the Lord’s Table” – August 17, 2008 
4.16 Sermons – “Truth You Can Trust as the Battles of Life Rage” – August 24, 2008 
4.17 Sermons – “Reflection and Rejection of People” – September 14, 2008 
4.18 Sermons – “Adoration that Leads to Devotion” – September 28, 2008 
4.19 Sermons – “A Drink of Water from Bethlehem” – October 12, 2008 
4.20 Sermons – “My Wonderful Bible” – October 17, 2008 
4.21 Sermons – “The Righteous Nature of God and His Word” – October 19, 2008 
4.22 Sermons – “Cry Out to Jesus’’ – October 26, 2008 
4.23 Sermons – “When Trouble Comes” – November 2, 2008 
4.24 Sermons – “From Petition to Praise”” – November 9, 2008 
4.25 Sermons – “This is How the Story Ends” – November 16, 2008 
4.26 Sermons – “Introduction that Identifies” – November 30, 2008 
4.27 Sermons – “Sincere Gratitude for a Friend” – December 7, 2008 
4.28 Sermons – “The Prodigal Friend is Once Again Profitable” – December 14, 2008 
4.29 Sermons – “Three Gifts for Christmas” – December 21, 2008 
 
Box 5 
5.1 Sermons – “All Live on Temptation Island” – Men’s Conference, 2009 
5.2 Sermons – “Walking Decently on Temptation Island” – Men’s Conference, 2009 
5.3 Sermons – “Living Obediently on Temptation Island” – Men’s Conference, 2009 
5.4 Sermons – “A Matter that Needed to be Settled” January 4, 2009 
5.5 Sermons – “The Unthinkable Sin of Unforgiveness” – January 11, 2009 
5.6 Sermons – “The Saviour’s Question Concerning Forgiveness” – January 25, 2009 
5.7 Sermons – “Forgiveness: The Benefit, Blessing, and ‘Burden’” – February 1, 2009 
5.8 Sermons – “Winning Over Worry” – February 8, 2009 
5.9 Sermons – “The Bible’s Simplest Description of God: Love’” – February 22, 2009 
5.10 Sermons – “Worshippers, Come and Worship” – March 1, 2009 
5.11 Sermons – “Worshippers, Come and Worship – Part II” – March 8, 2009 
5.12 Sermons – “Worshippers, Come and Worship – Part III” – March 15, 2009 
5.13 Sermons – “I Am Telling the Truth” – March 22, 1009 
5.14 Sermons – “The Life is Here” – March 29, 2009 
5.15 Sermons – “It’s Easter: Jesus, Thank You for the Cross” – April 12, 2009 
5.16 Sermons – “A Fainting Faith or a Dehydrated Heart” – April 19, 2009 
5.17 Sermons – It Came Before the Church” – April 26, 2009 
5.18 Sermons – “The Immeasurable Value of God’s Word” – May 3, 2009 
5.19 Sermons – “Mothers and Wisdom” – May 10, 2009 
5.20 Sermons – “James: Where Belief Meets Behavior” – May 24, 2009 
5.21 Sermons – “The Darkest Hour” – May 31, 2009 
5.22 Sermons – “Why Do Trials Overwhelm Us?” – June 7, 2009 
5.23 Sermons – “Confidence in Praying” – June 14, 2009 
5.24 Sermons – “A Flower Quickly Fading” – August 2, 2009 
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5.25 Sermons – “A Flower Quickly Fading – Part II” – August 9, 2009 
5.26 Sermons – “The Benevolent God” – August 16, 2009 
5.27 Sermons – “Divine Mission or redemption: The Cup” – August 30, 2009 
5.28 Sermons – “The Forbearance of God” – September 13, 2009 
5.29 Sermons – “Do You Hear from the Lord” – September 20, 2009 
5.30 Sermons – “The Transition from Hearing to Doing the Word” – September 27, 2009 
5.31 Sermons – “A Creative Obedience to God’s Word” – October 4, 2009 
5.32 Sermons – “Old-Fashioned Pure Religion” – October 18, 2009 
5.33 Sermons – “Judges with Evil Thoughts” – October 25, 2009 
 
Box 6 
6.1 Sermons – “Truth for the Middle Class” – November 1, 2009 
6.2 Sermons – “The Law of Liberty” – November 8, 2009 
6.3 Sermons – “Trust His Completely” – November 15, 2009 
6.4 Sermons – “A Testimony of Thankfulness” – November 22, 2009 
6.5 Sermons – “The Great Divorce” – December 6, 2009 
6.6 Sermons – “A Test to See if Your Faith is Profitable” – December 13, 2009 
6.7 Sermons – “The Sights, the Scenes, the Sayings of His Birth” – December 20, 2009 
6.8 Sermons – “The Birth of Christ” – December 24, 2009 
6.9 Sermons – “What Do You Wish to Leave in 2009” – December 27, 2009 
6.10 Sermons – “Beavers, Fallen Trees, and Dammed-up Lives” – Men’s Conference, 2010 
6.11 Sermons – “Of Value Again” – Men’s Conference, 2010 
6.12 Sermons – “Trusting Him Completely” – Men’s Conference, 2010 
6.13 Sermons – “What I Wish to Embrace in 2010” – January 2, 2010 
6.14 Sermons – “Living Fearlessly: Faith Demanded” – January 31, 2010 
6.15 Sermons – “The Main Ingredient in Marriage” – February 14, 2010 
6.16 Sermons – “Living Illustration of Authentic Faith” – March 14, 2010 
6.17 Sermons – “Invitation to Intimacy” – March 21, 2010 
6.18 Sermons – “Our Need for Great Commitment” – March 24, 2010 
6.19 Sermons – “Too Good to be True” – April 4, 2010 
6.20 Sermons – “The Perfection of the Tongue’s Corruptions Set on Fire by Hell” – April 18,      

2010 
6.21 Sermons – “The Tongue: The Test of Life” – April 25, 2010 
6.22 Sermons – “Who is Wise?” – May 2, 2010 
6.23 Sermons – “The Wisdom Woman” – May 9, 2010 
6.24 Sermons – “The Contrast to Wisdom” – May 16, 2010 
6.25 Sermons – “It’s a Long Ways from Here” – April 11, 2010 
6.26 Sermons – “The Power of the Tongue” – April 11, 2010 
6.27 Sermons – “The Great Commission Christian” – May 13, 2010 
6.28 Sermons – “The Church of Worldly Wisdom” – June 6, 2010 
6.29 Sermons – “Let Freedom Sound from the Deep Recesses of Our Soul” – July 4, 2010 
 
 
 
 


