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I. Biographical Note

Jerry Elmer Lambdin (1889-1960) served the Southern Baptist denomination for
many years as the Sunday School Board’s Baptist Young People’s Union secretary. This
department, later renamed the Training Union Department, wrote lessons for Southern
Baptist Sunday Schools and also trained those who taught Sunday School classes. Born
on 4 December 1889, Jerry EImer Lambdin was one of fourteen children (Jim John,
Orville, Clay, Joseph, Jack, Lula, Mattie, Lillie Mae, Lucy, Sarah, Mary) born to William
Dempsey and Tennessee Delilah Satterfield Lambdin in Rutledge, Tennessee.

Lambdin attended Madison Academy in Rutledge, from 1893-1901 and, in 1908,
the family moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, where he graduated from Knoxville City High
School in 1913. During his high school years, Jerry Lambdin served as president of the
Knox County Federation of the Baptist Young People’s Union. Later, while a student at
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, Lambdin served as president of the Tennessee
State Convention Baptist Young People’s Union. He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in 1917, and later that same year, moved to Montgomery, Alabama, and served as
the first state Baptist Young People’s Union secretary in Alabama, until 1925.

The First World War interrupted Mr. Lambdin’s duties as Union secretary in
1918, when he enlisted and served in a field artillery unit in Europe, during which time he
reached the rank of Sergeant. He returned from Europe, in 1919, and married Ina Smith
of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on 17 December of that year. In 1921, Lambdin completed
some graduate work at Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and he attended
Columbia University in New York City, for a short time in 1924.

In 1925, Jerry Lambdin took a position at the Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, as an associate of Landrum Pinson
Leavell, then secretary of the Baptist Young People’s Union. Upon Landrum Leavell’s
death in 1929, Jerry Lambdin became secretary of the Baptist Young People’s Union, a
position he kept until his death. During his tenure at the Sunday School Board, Mr.
Lambdin’s wife, Ina, worked beside him daily as editor of Junior and Intermediate
lessons, periodicals, and promotional materials. In 1944, Lambdin completed yet more
graduate work at George Peabody College in Nashville, and in 1947, Cumberland
University in Lebanon, Tennessee, conferred upon Lambdin an honorary Doctor of
Literature degree. Affectionately known as “Mr. Training Union,” Jerry Lambdin retired
on 31 December 1959. Less than a month later, on 24 January 1960, Mr. Lambdin
suffered a stroke while teaching his Sunday School class at First Baptist Church in
Nashville, and died later that day. Ina Lambdin continued her work as editor with the
Training Union department until her death in 1975. For more information on both Jerry
Lambdin and Ina Lambdin, see the Baptist History File in the SBHLA.



I1. Scope and Content Note

The Jerry ElImer Lambdin Collection, a series of the Sunday School Board (Southern
Baptist Convention) Records, consists of twelve linear feet of material contained in
twenty-five boxes. This collection contains information related to Jerry Lambdin’s work
as secretary of the Training Union department. The collection is arranged alphabetically
by subject, the bulk of which is correspondence (including three bound volumes from his
retirement) as well as materials related to the Baptist Training Union, such as lessons,
convention programs, and speeches. Four boxes of material included in this collection
belonged to Ina Lambdin, the bulk of which is information related to her book Then
Came Spring. Also included in this collection are audio recordings of several of Jerry
Lambdin’s retirement functions and his funeral, photographs from tours of Europe and
the United States, scrapbooks from various years, and several museum artifacts such as
commemorative gavels from several conventions, Jerry Lambdin’s academic regalia, and
small figurines of Christ, the Disciples, and Judas Iscariot.

I1. Folder Listing

Box 1

1-1. 351 Literary Magazine

1-2. Adult Writer’s Conference-21 October 1959

1-3. Alabama Baptist Young People’s Union Convention-1921-1924-Associational

1-4. Alabama Baptist Young People’s Union Convention-8-14 June 1924-Statewide

1-5. Alabama Statewide Baptist Young People’s Union Convention Report-1917-1918

1-6. Articles

1-7. Atlanta Training Union Convention-December 1959

1-8. Audio Recording-1960-Lambdin, Jerry Funeral Service

1-9. Audio Recording-1955-“Lighted Church House Windows”

1-10. Audio Recording-1959-Missouri Baptist Training Union Convention Special
Feature

1-11. Audio Recording-1959-Retirement Presentation

1-12. Audio Recording-Undated-“This is Your Life” (Alabama Training Union)

Box 2

2-1. Ayers, T.W.

2-2. Baptist Beacon, The-May 1957, 3 December 1959

2-3. Baptist Beam, The-12 February 1960

2-4. Baptist Digest, The-5 December 1959

2-5. Baptist and Reflector, The-26 November 1959

2-6. Baptist Standard, The-2 December 1959

2-7. Baptist Sunday School Board Newsletter-January 1960



2-8.
2-9.

2-10.
2-11.
2-12.
2-13.
2-14.
2-15.

Baptist Training Union-Curriculum Discussion
Baptist Training Union-Diploma Samples
Baptist Training Union-International
Baptist Training Union-Job Descriptions
Baptist Training Union-Lesson Writers
Baptist Training Union-Lessons (Folder 1 of 5)
Baptist Training Union-Lessons (Folder 2 of 5)
Baptist Training Union-Lessons (Folder 3 of 5)

Box 3

3-1.
3-2.
3-3.
3-4.
3-5.
3-6.
3-7.
3-8.
3-9.

Baptist Training Union-Lessons (Folder 4 of 5)

Baptist Training Union-Lessons (Folder 5 of 5)

Baptist Training Union Associational Bulletin-July-September 1958

Baptist Training Union Associational Directory-9 February 1957

Baptist Training Union Associational Officers and Workers Conference Programs
Baptist Training Union Calendar-1933-1947

Baptist Training Union Calendar-1948-1960

Baptist Training Union Convention Programs (Folder 1 of 3)

Baptist Training Union Convention Programs (Folder 2 of 3)

Box 4

4-1.
4-2.
4-3.
4-4.
4-5.
4-6.
4-7.
4-8.
4-9

4-10.
4-11.
4-12.
4-13.
4-14.
4-15.

Baptist Training Union Convention Programs (Folder 3)
Baptist Training Union Curriculum Study-1958
Baptist Training Union Magazine, The-July 1936, September 1955, December 1959
Baptist Training Union Magazine, The-June 1953, December 1954
Baptist Training Union Magazine, The-January 1960, July 1970
Baptist Training Union Workshops-1957-1958
Baptist World Alliance-1939-Atlanta, Georgia
Baptist Young People’s Union Manuals
Baptist Youth World Congress-1937-Zurich, Switzerland
Baptists-History
Baptists Abroad; Or, Europe and the Baptist World Alliance-1955
Baring Cross Baptist Church-Baring Cross, Arkansas-1953-Golden Anniversary
Beagle, J.W.
Belmont Vision, The-1 October 1959, May 1960
Biblical Recorder, The-5 December 1959

Box 5

5-1.
5-2.
5-3.
5-4.
5-5.

Biblical Recorder, The-17 May 1969

The Blue and White-28 May 1913-Knoxville High School
“A Book Symposium”

Bulletin Board-February 1960

Baptist Young People’s Union-History



5-6. Baptist Young People’s Union and Baptist Adult Union-1932-Bible Readings and
Program Topics

5-7. Baptist Young People’s Union Convention Programs

5-8. Baptist Young People’s Union Magazine, The-July 1926, October 1929

5-9. Baptist Young People’s Union Magazine, The-Notes

5-10. Baptist Young People’s Union Quarterly-1926

5-11. Baptist Young People’s Union Stock Certificate

5-12. Baptist Young People’s Union Yearbook-1929

5-13. Campbell, Walter S. (Pen Name, Stanley Vestal)

5-14. Canadian Baptist, The-15 March 1951

5-15. Charity and Children-3 December 1959

5-16. Christian Index, The-10 December 1959, 7 January 1960

5-17. Church Bulletins

5-18. Church Growth

5-19. Church Study Course for Teaching and Training

5-20. Circle, The-January 1960, April 1960, June 1973

5-21. The Commission Plan: An Explanation and Interpretation of a Plan of
Organization and Program Building

5-22. Commitment Cards-Ridgecrest and Glorieta

5-23. Committee on Country Churches

5-24. Community Services Council Advisory Committee

5-25. Conference on Baptist Training Union Promotion-1957-1960

5-26. Conferences-1956-Foreign Missions, Writing

Box 6

6-1. Correspondence-1958-East Liberty Baptist Association (Alabama)
6-2. Correspondence-1960-R. Hooper Dilday

6-3. Correspondence-1949-Gilliam, Joan

6-4. Correspondence-1945-Hassett, William D.

6-5. Correspondence-1917-1949-Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)
6-6. Correspondence-1948-Lambdin, Orville

6-7. Correspondence-1939-Lambdin, Tennessee Delilah Satterfield
6-8. Correspondence-1959-1960-Retirement

6-9. Correspondence-1959-Retirement-States A-K

6-10. Correspondence-1959-Retirement-States L-S

Box 7

7-1. Correspondence-1959-Retirement-States S-V

7-2. Correspondence-1959-Retirement-Sunday School Board Workers and Pastors
7-3. Correspondence-1955-Smith, William C.

7-4. Correspondence-1918-Southern Baptist Convention

7-5. Correspondence-1938-Training Union Enlargement Campaign

7-6. Correspondence-1956-Williams, Gussie and Henry

7-7. Correspondence-1956-Wolfshill, Dorothy



7-8. Cumberland University-1947-Honorary Doctor of Literature Diploma
7-9. Curriculum Committee

7-10. Drama Scripts

7-11. Diary-1914

7-12. Dryad, The-1915-University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Box 8

8-1. Editorial Conferences-1946-1960

8-2. Europe-1937 (Tour)

8-3. Evangelism

8-4. “Every Church a Base for World Missions”-Poster
8-5. Financial Ledgers

8-6. First Baptist Church, Nashville

8-7. First Baptist Church, Nashville-Sesquicentennial
8-8. Five-Year Promotional Program

8-9. “Foreign Missions Today”

8-10. Foster, Martha

8-11. Gadfly, The-November 1952

8-12. George Peabody College-Class Notes

8-13. Gray, Baron Dekalb

Box 9

9-1. Guestbook-1934-1955

9-2. Guide-29 January 1939

9-3. Harris, Philip B.

9-4. Home Life Magazine-September 1954, April 1955, August 1955

9-5. How to Get Reader Interest Into Your Writing

9-6. Humor

9-7. lllinois Baptist, The-18 November 1959

9-8. Inter-Agency Council

9-9. Interchurch News, The-December 1959

9-10. International Council of Religious Education-12-18 February 1950

9-11. International Journal of Religious Education, The-January 1960

9-12. Invitations-Recital, Wedding, Graduation, Banquet

9-13. Key News-February 1960

9-14. Know Your Baptist Missions-1969

9-15. Knox County, Tennessee Baptist Young People’s Union Confederation-1914-
Study Course Certificates

9-16. Knoxville High School, Tennessee

9-17. Lambdin, Clay

9-18. Lambdin, Jerry-Articles

Box 10



10-1.
10-2.
10-3.
10-4.
10-5.
10-6.

Lambdin, Jerry-Bibles (Folder 1 of 2)

Lambdin, Jerry-Bibles (Folder 2 of 2)

Lambdin, Jerry-Convention Normal Course Certificate
Lambdin, Jerry-Course in Religious Journalism
Lambdin, Jerry-English Course Notes

Lambdin, Jerry-Funeral Guest books

Box 11

11-1.
11-2.
11-3.
11-4.
11-5.
11-6.
11-7.
11-8.
11-9.

11-10.
11-11.
11-12.

11-13.
11-14.
11-15.
11-16.
11-17.
11-18.
11-19.
11-20.
11-21.
11-22.
11-23.

Lambdin, Jerry-Funerary Addresses and Obituaries
Lambdin, Jerry-1960-Letters of Condolence
Lambdin, Jerry and Ina S. Lambdin-Marriage
Lambdin, Jerry-Poetry
Lambdin, Jerry-Prose
Lambdin, Jerry-Retirement
Lambdin, Jerry-Training Union Diploma
Lambdin, Jerry-Vital Documents
Lambdin, Joseph Victor-The Life Beautiful: Sunrise to Sunset
Lambdin Memorial Scholarship
Leadership Lessons-Glorieta and Ridgecrest
Lesson Outlines-Baptist Student Union, Baptist Young People’s Union, Sunday
School, Training Union
Long Range Field Plans
Louisiana Baptist Encampment-17-26 July 1928
Manual for Promoting Personal Evangelism Through the Sunday School, A
Maryland Baptist, The-15 January 1960
Minutes-1929-Alabama Statewide Baptist Young People’s Union Convention
Minutes-4 May 1959-Associational Superintendents of Missions Committee
Minutes-9 September 1959, 22 October 1959-Curriculum Committee
Minutes-1957-Inter-Agency Council Meeting
My Filipino Friends
Nashville Baptist Association
Newsletter-25 February 1951, 21 March 1951-Maryland Baptist Training Union

Box 12

12-1.
12-2.
12-3.
12-4.
12-5.
12-6.
12-7.
12-8.
12-9.

12-10.

Newspaper Clippings-Alabama State Training Union Convention
Newspaper Clippings-Baptists
Newspaper Clippings-Crime and World Concerns
Newspaper Clippings-Positive Thinking
One World
“Opening the Old Testament” Activity Book
Orange and White-7 April 1917-University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Pacific Coast Baptist-5 February 1960
Pamphlets (Folder 1 of 2)
Pamphlets (Folder 2 of 2)



12-11. Photographs-Assembly Buildings
12-12. Photographs-Europe (Folder 1 of 2)

Box 13

13-1.
13-2.
13-3.
13-4.
13-5.

Photographs-Europe (Folder 2 of 2)
Photographs-ldentified People (Folder 1 of 2)
Photographs-ldentified People (Folder 2 of 2)
Photographs-Unidentified Negatives (Folder 1 of 3)
Photographs-Unidentified Negatives (Folder 2 of 3)

Box 14

14-1.
14-2.
14-3.
14-4.
14-5.

Photographs-Unidentified Negatives (Folder 3 of 3)
Photographs-Unidentified People (Folder 1 of 3)
Photographs-Unidentified People (Folder 2 of 3)
Photographs-Unidentified People (Folder 3 of 3)
Photographs-United States

Box 15

15-1.
15-2.
15-3.
15-4.
15-5.
15-6.
15-7.
15-8.

The Project Method: The Use of the Purposeful Act in the Educative Process
Promotional Literature

Reception Guestbook-1955

RMS Queen Mary

Sarnoff, David

Schoyer’s Vital Anniversaries of the Known World-1950
Scrapbook-1932-1933

Scrapbook-1940-1941

Box 16

16-1.
16-2.
16-3.

Scrapbook-1919-1929
Scrapbook-1929-1930
Scrapbook-1935-1936

Box 17

17-1.
17-2.
17-3.
17-4.
17-5.
17-6.
17-7.
17-8.

Scrapbook-1950-1960

Sermon Notes

“The Service Canvass; Or, How to Sell Household Discoveries”

Sheet Music

Smith, Earl-Speech

Slides

Southern Baptist Convention-1964-Emphasis Planning Group

Southern Baptist Convention-Report of Committee on Baptist Faith and Message



17-9. Southern Baptist Convention-1957-Sermon Notes

17-10. Southern Baptist Convention-1893, 1907, 1919, 1940-Training Union Reports

17-11. Southern Baptist Convention-1941-1958-Training Union Reports

17-12. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary-Course in Religious Journalism

Box 18

18-1. Southern Baptist Training Union Convention-1959

18-2. Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary-Pastor’s Conference

18-3. South-Wide Baptist Training Union Leadership Assembly-28 July-2 August 1935

18-4. Speech Notes (Folder 1 of 8)

18-5. Speech Notes (Folder 2 of 8)

18-6. Speech Notes (Folder 3 of 8)

18-7. Speech Notes (Folder 4 of 8)

18-8. Speech Notes (Folder 5 of 8)

18-9. Speech Notes (Folder 6 of 8)

18-10. Speech Notes (Folder 7 of 8)

Box 19

19-1. Speech Notes (Folder 8)

19-2. Stevens, Alice Eaton Burnett

19-3. The Sullivan Years

19-4. Sunday Magazine-1946

19-5. Sunday School Board-Newsletter-May 1958, July 1958

19-6. Sunday School Board-Position Questionnaire

19-7. Sunday School Board-Press Releases

19-8. Sunday School Board-Printing Plant

19-9. Sunday School Board-Staff Meeting Notes

19-10. Sunday School Board-Standard Procedures Manual

19-11. Sunday School Board-Training Union Department

19-12. Sunday School Board-Training Union Statistics

19-13. Sunday School Builder, The-April 1944 (Cover Only), June 1956, September
1956, September 1970

19-14. Survey Bulletin, The-16 October 1950, 1 January 1960, 8 January 1960

19-15. Travel Diaries-1937

19-16. Truett, George W.

19-17. Turk, William P. and Barbara Elaine Burns

19-18. “Unaware”

19-19. University of Tennessee, Knoxville

19-20. Upward-6 July 1952, 2 August 1953, 6 November 1955, 13 November 1955, 20
November 1955, 27 November 1955

Box 20

20-1. Vacation Bible School Manuals (Folder 1 of 2)



20-2. Vacation Bible School Manuals (Folder 2 of 2)
20-3. Voice, The-1913-Knoxville High School

20-4. Weir, Mabel McQueen

20-5. Williams, John H.

20-6. Word and Way, The-26 November 1959

20-7. A Word to Writers

20-8. World War One

Lambdin, Ina Smith (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)

20-9. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1927-1928-Alumnae Plans

20-10. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-American Association of University
Women

20-11. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Acrticles (Folder 1 of 2)

20-12. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Acrticles (Folder 2 of 2)

Box 21

21-1. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Baptist Training Union Class Record

21-2. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1959-Baptist Training Union Diploma

21-3. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1959-Leadership Training Assembly
(Glorieta)

21-4. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1949-Leadership Training Assembly
(Ridgecrest)

21-5. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1959-Leadership Training Assembly
(Ridgecrest)

21-6. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Baptist Training Union Notes

21-7. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Belmont College

Box 22

22-1. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Belmont College-Course in Religious
Journalism
22-2. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Belmont College-Lambdin Journalism
Scholarship
22-3. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Bibles (Folder 1 of 2)
22-4. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Bibles (Folder 2 of 2)
22-5. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1974-Cauthen, Baker J.
22-6. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1926-1931-Davidson, A.C.
22-7. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1969-Eddington, Earl
22-8. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1974-Heacock, Joe Davis
22-9. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1974-Hudson, Ethel
22-10. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1965-Owens,Loulie
Latimer
22-11. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1947-Professional
Writing



22-12
22-13
22-14
22-15

. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1969-Sullivan, James L.
. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1974-Todd, Wayne

. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-Undated-Unknown

. Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1969-Waters, Richard

Box 23

23-1.
23-2.
23-3.
23-4.

23-5.
23-6.
23-7.
23-8.

23-9.

23-10.
23-11.
23-12.
23-13.

23-14.
23-15.
23-16.

Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Correspondence-1969-Writings
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1970-Editorial Conference
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-The Faith They Kept
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-George Peabody College-1927-Master of
Arts Diploma
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Harps on the Willows
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Health
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Nashville Public Schools Diplomas
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-National Baptist Convention-National
Baptist Training Union Board
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Poetry
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Prose
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Retirement
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-1930-1960-Scrapbook
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Syracuse University, New York-Course in
Religious Journalism
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Teaching Contracts
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Tennessee College, Murfreesboro
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring (Folder 1 of 5)

Box 24

24-1.
24-2.
24-3.
24-4.
24-5.
24-6.
24-7.

Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring (Folder 2 of 5)
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring (Folder 3 of 5)
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring (Folder 4 of 5)
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring (Folder 5 of 5)
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Then Came Spring-Book Signing
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Photographs-Unidentified People
Lambdin, Ina S. (Mrs. Jerry Lambdin)-Vital Documents

Artifacts

Box 25

25-1.
25-2.
25-3.
25-4.

Figurines-Christ, 12 Disciples, and Judas Iscariot

World War One Field Artillery Pennant and Corporal/Sergeant Stripes
“Prayer Changes Things” Fountain Pens (2)

World Youth Congress 1963 Pin, Southern Baptist Convention 1919 Delegate
Pin/Ribbon, “Host” Ribbon and Name Tag (Event Unknown)



25-5. Military Officer’s Hat Keychain

25-6. Commemorative Plate-“J.E. Lambdin BYPU 1925,” “Ina S. Lambdin TU 1959”

25-7. Honorary Doctoral Degree Hood-J.E. Lambdin

25-8. Gavel-“Lookout Mt. 1896,” “from L.A. Duncan”

25-9. Gavel-“Tennessee State Convention BYPU,” “May 31, 1916, J.E. Lambdin, Pres.,
Lookout Mt., Tennessee”

25-10. Gavel-“Presented to the First Southwide BYPU Conference, Memphis,

Tennessee, 1929-1930 by Shelby County Association BYPU”



