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Summary
Main Entry: Edgar Estes Folk Papers

Date Span: 1844 — 1934

Abstract: Southern Baptist minister, denominational leader, editor of the Baptist
newspaper in Tennessee, and staunch supporter of the anti-saloon movement in the state.
Papers consist of family and business correspondence, personal financial records,
addresses, articles, sermons, photographs, and newspaper clippings. Correspondence,
articles, and clippings document the anti-saloon movement and the Adams Law in
Tennessee.

Size: 1 linear ft.
Collection #: AR 663

Biographical Sketch

Edgar Estes Folk was born in Haywood County, Tennessee, September 6, 1856, and died
in Nashville, Tennessee February 27, 1917. He was a Baptist minister, editor of the
Baptist and Reflector, the official newspaper of Tennessee Baptists, and a staunch
supporter of the anti-saloon movement especially in Tennessee.

Folk attended Brownsville Academy, Wake Forest College, where he graduated with the
A.M. degree in 1877, and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he
graduated in 1882. Folk distinguished himself in all areas of his academic pursuits. He
was pastor of Baptist churches in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Millersburg and Falmouth,
Kentucky, and Albany, Georgia. In 1888, he married Lizzie Handy of Nashville, and in
the same year became editor of the Baptist and Reflector.

Folk was one of the committee of ministers who met in the pastor’s study of First Baptist
Church, May 26, 1891, and founded the Baptist Sunday School Board. Later he provided
James Marion Frost, the first corresponding secretary of the new board, space to begin
the work of the new publishing enterprise. Later he served as president of the governing
board (trustees). Folk was active in the Anti-Saloon League and was its Tennessee
president for many years. His tireless efforts on behalf of the temperance movement in
speaking and writing were recognized as the force behind the dry vote in Tennessee in
1909.

Edgar Estes Folk was an indefatigable worker for the causes in which he believed. He
traversed the state preaching and witnessing for the cause of Christ, speaking and
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promoting on behalf of the Baptist and Reflector, and debating and exhorting in the
interests of temperance.

Folk was the son of Judge Henry Bate and Martha Cornelia Estes Folk of Brownsville,
Tennessee. He had five illustrious brothers who lived to adulthood: Henry Bate Folk, Jr.,
who died at the age of 22 while serving as a reporter for the St. Louis Republican; Carey
Albert Folk, president of Boscobel College and assistant treasurer of the state of
Tennessee; Reau Estes Folk, treasurer of the state of Tennessee; Joseph Wingate Folk,
governor of the state of Missouri; and Humphrey Bate Folk, a Baptist minister and pastor
of churches in Kentucky and Alabama. He had two sisters, Mary Folk Webb (Mrs.
James Avery) and Lucile Folk Cox (Mrs. A. E.)

Folk was married to Lizzie Handy of Nashville, Tennessee in 1888. They had five
children, four of whom lived to be adults: Edgar Estes Folk, Joseph H. Folk, Mrs. Wayne
F. Murphy, and Mrs. L. B. Stevens.

Folk was the author of five books — The Mormon Monster, Plan of Salvation, Baptist
Principles, a Southern Baptist in Eastern Lands, and the Folk - McQuiddy Discussions —
and of one tract, “Why a Baptist and Not a Campbellite.”

Scope and Content Note

The Edgar Estes Folk Papers is a collection of family and business correspondence,
personal and limited financial records, addresses, articles, sermons, and newspaper
clippings. Correspondence, articles and newspaper clippings document the anti-saloon
movement and the Adams Law in Tennessee. Some materials relate to Folk’s long
editorship of the Baptist and Reflector and other private publishing and printing
enterprises. The collection includes a scrapbook, a family history, and one tin-type
photograph.

Correspondence begins in 1844, with a letter from Folk’s father to his aunt, and ends in
1934 with correspondence written by his widow. Folk’s personal letters begin with his
attendance at Wake Forest College, continue through his 29-year-career as editor of the
Baptist and Reflector, and end with his tragic death in 1917.

Correspondence or other documentation by or about prominent Baptists include: John A.
Broadus, P. E. Burroughs, Lansing Burrows, A. C. Dixon, James Marion Frost, J. B.
Gambrell, Adoniram Judson, Dwight L. Moody, Hight C Moore, J. M. Pendleton, M.
Theron Rankin, A. T. Robertson, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 1. J. Van Ness, and William
H. Whitsett.

Prominent citizens of the day included in correspondence or mentioned in the collection
are: William Jennings Bryan, Edward Ward Carmack, and the Honorable Jesse M.
Littleton.

Arrangement
The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title.
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Provenance

Materials in the collection were given by Mrs. L. B. Stevens, daughter of Dr. Folk.
Additions to the collection are not anticipated.

Preferred Citation

Edgar Estes Folk Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Access Restrictions
None
Subject Terms

Caldwell, M. E.

Carmack, Edward Ward

Anti-Saloon League — Tennessee

Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board.
Baptist and Reflector (Tennessee)

Prohibition — Tennessee

Baptists — Tennessee

Related Materials

Folk, Edgar Estes. Baptist Principles: Letters to My Son. Nashville: Sunday School
Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 1909

Folk, Edgar Estes, 1856 — 1917. Folk — Mcquiddy Discussion on the Plan Of Salvation,
Between Edgar E. Folk And J. C. Mcquiddy. Nashville: Press of Folk — Keelin Printing
Co., 1907

Folk, Edgar Estes. The Mormon Monster: or, the Story of Mormonism with A Full
Discussion of the Subject of Polygamy. Chicago, New York, etc.: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1900

Container List

Box 1

1.1  Adams Law — Pamphlet

1.2 Adams Law — Reply to a Speech by the Hon. Jesse M. Littleton
1.3 Address — A Conscience Void of Offense

1.4 Address — Is Life Worth Living?

1.5  Address — Land of the Lord and Lord of the Land
1.6 Address — Materialism

1.7 Alcohol

1.8  Alexander, H. B.

1.9  American Anti-Saloon League — Commission,1905
1.10 Anti-Saloon League

1.11 Articles



E. E. Folk Papers AR. 663
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1.17
1.18
1.19
1.20
1.21
1.22
1.23
1.24
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1.44
1.45
1.46
1.47
1.48
1.49
1.50
1.51
1.52
1.53
1.54
1.55
1.56
1.57

Baptism — Infant

Baptist And Reflector — Form Letter

Baptist And Reflector/Tennessee Baptist Convention
Baptist Origins

Baptist Principles — Book

Baptist Publishing Company, The

Baptist Sunday School Board — Correspondence
Baptist Sunday School Board — Records
Bayless, W. G.

Biblical Recorder

Blount, W. B.

Book Lists

Boykin, Lizzie Jones — Messages of Hope
Broadus, John A.

Brown, Nathan

Bryan, William Jennings

Burroughs, P(rince) E(mmanuel)

Burrows, Lansing

Caldwell, M. F.

Carmack, Edward Ward

Carre, H. B. — Tennessee Anti-Saloon League
Carter — Face To Face

Casey, A.J

Conger, J. W. — Union University
Correspondence — Family

Correspondence — Prohibition, 1909
Correspondence — Subscriptions

Course of Reading in English History

Cox, Lucile Folk (Mrs. A. E.) — Sister

D, E G (personal letter dated February 7, 1887)
Debate — Love Of Money, October 20, 1893
Deeds, 1909, 1912

Dickens, J. W.

Dixon, A. C.

Dorris, W. F. — Monticello Children’s Home
Earthman, John B. — The Rutherford Reporter
Estes, A. C.

Estes, Frank M.

Estes, Mary Noel

Estes, P. M

Family History

Folk, Carey Albert, 1876 — (brother)

Folk, Edgar Estes, 1856 — 1917 (self)

Folk, Edgar Estes — Estate

Folk, Edgar Estes, Jr., 1897 — 1982 (son)
Folk, Gertrude Glass (Mrs. Joseph W., sister-in-law)
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1.63
1.64
1.65
1.66
1.67
1.68
1.69
1.70
1.71
1.72
1.73
1.74
1.75
1.76
1.77
1.78
1.79
1.80
1.81
1.82
1.83
1.84
1.85
1.86
1.87
1.88
1.89
1.90
191
1.92
1.93
1.94
1.95
1.96
1.97
1.98
1.99
1.100
1.101
1.102
1.103

Folk, Henry Bate, 1822 — (father)

Folk, Henry Bate, Jr., c. 1862 — 1884 (brother)
Folk, Humphrey Bate, 1875 — (brother)

Folk, Joseph Henry (son)

Folk, Joseph Henry — Promotion Certificate, 1918
Folk, Reau Estes, 1865 — (brother

Folk, Joseph Wingate, 1869 — (brother)

Folk, Lizzie Handly (Mrs. E. E. Folk — wife

Folk, Martha Cornelia Estes (Mrs. Henry Bate, 1837 — mother)
Folk, P. D. — Third Cousin

Folk, Minta Holding (Mrs. Edgar Estes, Jr., daughter-in-law)
Folk-Holt Co — Partnership

Folk-Keelin Printing Company, 1908

Fort, Dancy

Freeman, George H.

Frost, J(ames) M(arion)

Gambrell, J. B.

Gardner, G. W.

Gibbons, George A.

Hailey, O. L.

Handly, Bettie

Handly, John M. (Rev.)

Hardaway, John N.

Henderson, Annie Kimbrough

Hendricks, W. S.

Henson, P. S. — the Angel Face of M

Hickey, W. S.

Hicks, W. H.

Holder, W. J.

Holding, Bessie

Holding, “Mamma’” — (mother-in-law)

Holt, A. J. — Tennessee (Knoxville First Baptist Church)
I’d Rather Be a Baptist

Ingersoll, Robert

International Society of Christian Endeavor
Jenkins, James D.

Johnson, Cameron — Nine Years of Christian Missions
Johnson, Francis C.

Johnston, W. T.

Jones, S. E.

Judson, Adoniram

Legislative Bills (pamphlet)

Littleton, Jesse M. (Hon.) — Extract from speech
Love, J. F. — Home Mission Board

Lowrey, B. G. — Blue Mountain Female College
Lynn, H. W.
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1.104
1.105
1.106
1.107
1.108
1.109
1.110
1.111
1.112
1.113
1.114
1.115
1.116
1.117
1.118
1.119
1.120
1.121
1.122
1.123
1.124
1.125
1.126
1.127
1.128
1.129
1.130
1.131
1.132
1.133
1.134
1.135
1.136
1.137
1.138
1.139
1.140
1.141
1.142
1.143
1.144
1.145
1.146
1.147
1.148
1.149

Mccabe, W. Gordon

Masters, Ross

Memorial

Miles, Sallie H. (Cousin)

Mills, Florence Brown

Ministry of Women

Mitchell, S. C. — After Whitsett What?
Moody, Dwight L.

Moore, Hight C (Sic)

Mormon Monster

Mortgage payment receipts

Murphy, Annie White Folk “Whitie” (Mrs. Wayne) — daughter
Nashville American, February 16, 1908
Newspaper Clipping

Newspaper Clippings — Anti — Saloon
“Ollie”

Origin Of Names

Owen, C. N.

Owen, J. H.

Paper and the Boards

Parliamentary Procedure

Pendleton, J. M.

Peyton, O. C. — What Baptists Believe — Tract
Phitson, Margaret — to Whitie Folk
Photographs

Poetry

Porter, Henry Alford — Georgia — Atlanta Second Baptist Church
Poteat, E. M. — Furman University

Press Notices

Promissory Note

Prose

Rankin, M. Theron

Rate Card (printing)

Regeneration

Religion — War

Religious Liberty

Religious Literature

Rigdon, Sidney — Origin of Mormonism
Riggin, George W.

Robertson, Archibald T.

Ross, Reuben, Rev. — Tennessee — Port Royal (Montgomery County)
Rowan, J. T. (Elder)

Rutledge, W. B.

Scrapbook

Sermon — After Death in Arabia

Sermon — Charity
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1.150
1.151
1.152
1.153
1.154
1.155
1.156
1.157
1.158
1.159
1.160
1.161
1.162
1.163
1.164
1.165
1.166
1.167
1.168
1.169
1.170
1.171
1.172
1.173
1.174
1.175
1.176
1.177
1.178
1.179
1.180

1.181
1.182
1.183
1.184
1.185
1.186
1.187
1.188
1.189
1.190
1.191
1.192
1.193
1.194

Sermon — Chrysostom and His Master

Sermon — The Heavenly Vision and Where it Led
Sermon — How Far Shall a Christian Depend Upon Human Government?
Sermon — In Him We Live and Move and Have Our Being
Sermon — In the Beginning God

Sermon — Is There an Intermediate State?

Sermon — The Lord is Wise Indeed

Sermon — The Ministry Of Healing

Sermon — The Old Time Religion

Sermon — Safe on the Seas

Sermon — The Setting of the Great Commission
Sermon — A Spiritual Religion

Sermon — Thanksgiving, November 25, 1886

Sermon Notes

Sermons

Smith, Grace Estes

Smith, W. H.

Speech — What is the Reason for Your Existence?
Spurgeon, Charles Haddon

Stahlman, Annie S.

Stevens, L. B. (Mrs.) — daughter

Subscriptions — Notebook

“Susie”

Sympathy

Taxes

Teacher, May, 1913

Teacher, March, 1914

Teacher, March, 1916

Teacher, October, 1916

Tennessee — Big Hatchie Association — Minutes, 1894
Tennessee — Covington First Baptist Church (please refer to collection of
Associational Minutes

Tennessee — Liberty Baptist Church
Testimonials

Thomas W. Wrenne & Co. — Bankers
Tidwell, S. W.

Travel Abroad

Travel Notes

Unidentified

Van Ness, I(saac) J(acobus)

Wake Forest College, 190

Wake Forest Graded School, 1923

Wake Forest High School, 1923

Waters, A. W.

Webb, May Folk (Mrs. James Avery) — Sister
Welch, Nora Estes
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1.195 Whitsett, W(illiam) H(eth)
1.196 Woman



