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Historical Note

The term “Anabaptist” was applied to a number of dissenting evangelical Christian
groups of the sixteenth century by their enemies. The word “Anabaptist” derived from a
Greek word, which meant “to re-baptize,” and one of the major commonalities of
Anabaptists was a denunciation of infant baptism and an affirmation of believer’s
baptism. (Anabaptists asserted that infant baptism was not mentioned in the Scriptures.)
Generally, they objected to the term “Anabaptists,” preferring instead to be called
“Christians,” or “brethren.”

The Anabaptist movement took root in Zurich, Switzerland in 1525. Many followers of
the movement (chiefly pupils of Ulrich Zwingi) were victims of violent persecutions for
decades, as other Christian groups perceived Anabaptist interpretations of adult baptism
as radical. Some Anabaptist groups, however, did find refuge in Holland in the
seventeenth century. In addition to their insistence on believer’s baptism, Anabaptists
generally also advocated congressional discipline, supported making the Bible available
to all people, and stressed the importance of the Lord’s Supper. Though they sought
Biblical counsel in the election of persons for governmental leadership, they maintained a
generally reserved attitude toward civil government activities and were therefore
advocates of church and state separation. The Mennonites are the most closely related
Protestant Christian denomination to Anabaptists today.
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Scope and Content Note

The Anabaptist History Collection consists of .5 linear feet of material located in one six-
inch document box. The collection contains materials dating from 1918 to 1977, the
majority of which are historical articles on Anabaptists, and some of which are materials
describing Anabaptist practices and beliefs. The collection also contains one file of
selected bibliographic materials. The Anabaptist History Collection is an artificial
collection of materials from the Baptist history file and other sources. It is arranged
alphabetically.
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